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“Critical multicultural analysis of children’s literature equips the reader with strategies to unmask
dominant ideologies, integrate what they know about themselves with what they learn about others,
and translate their reading and thinking into social action.” (Bothelo & Rudman).

Throughout the study, one deduction stood out the most-there is a large divide in the number of
picturebooks representing female-identified characters with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
versus their male-identifying counterparts. Additionally, picturebooks presented with the main
character being on the autism spectrum were more realistic and positive, creating a better
understanding of the individual struggles with this disability. Most of the books analyzed with the
main character having ASD only mentioned ASD on the back cover or in the book jacket, not the
actual text. There are also very few books that present non-verbal autistic individuals to readers
which further contributes to stereotypes surrounding the disability that all autistic individuals
present with the same characteristics and neglecting to acknowledge that autism is a spectrum
disorder. Picturebooks that are written with friends or siblings of someone with ASD focus more on
the challenges the sibling or friend faces in accepting the person with ASD rather than the
obstacles met by the sibling/friend with ASD.

Parents, caregivers, librarians, and school personnel should ensure they have appropriate
representations of the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) so that all readers can understand the
different levels and perhaps those individuals on the spectrum can see themselves in those
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